
 
 

 

Dear parents and carers 

Firstly, I should like to offer a very warm welcome to all new parents and carers who 

have joined our community. I trust that you will have a positive and collaborative 

experience at St Charles. I hope your son/daughter has settled in well to college life.  

As we begin our third week of teaching, the staff have been impressed with the attitude 

of all students, old and new, and look forward to a productive year ahead. Our leavers 

last year performed incredibly well in their final exam series, securing the best set of 

results in college history & earning progress scores in the top 20% of all schools and 

colleges nationally. 90% of those students are beginning their university courses at this 

time. We are looking forward to a continuing trend of success, with even better outcomes 

secured by students of St Charles this academic year. 

We wish all of our families the very best for the year ahead. Thank you in advance, for the 

daily support you provide that goes into working towards the academic and personal 

success of every student. 

During our induction weeks we shared some important messages with all students, I 

should like to share some of them with you now. 

 

Keeping each other safe 

It has been a pleasure to welcome the entire student population back onsite. Our first 

priority, even before we can educate our students, is to ensure that all students and staff 

are safe. The health, safety and wellbeing of our community is always the first priority. 

Covid-19 

please continue to follow all Covid-19 related protocols. If a student displays any 

symptoms of the virus, they must stay at home and take a lateral flow or PCR test as soon 

as possible. We have testing facilities onsite, and home test kits available from student 

services. Even where students do not feel unwell, they should continue to take at least 1 

test per week.  

Please familiarise yourself with the most recent government guidance relating to Covid-

19 (link copied below). The main difference for this academic year is that where students 

are identified as close contacts of someone with a positive test, they are no longer 

required to self-isolate. Once informed of a positive test from a close contact, the student 

should immediate be tested for the virus. If negative, they should still attend college. We 

would encourage daily testing in these circumstances for a period of at least 7 days. 

Safeguarding 

If you have any issues or concerns of a sensitive or safeguarding nature, or if you have 

any physical or mental health concerns relating to your son/daughter, please pass them 

directly to our safeguarding team. Mr Alawiye, is our Designated Safeguarding Lead and 

Mr Macedo, Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead. Their details have been shared 

below. 



 
The Bottom Line 

Relating to safety, I feel it is prudent to update you on a key message, given to all 

students on their pastoral induction day. We take a zero-tolerance approach to any 

criminal activity, violence, drugs or antisocial behaviour. We call this ‘the bottom line’. 

There are no exceptions to this rule. Some students may have struggled with these issues 

in the past, however, they are not young children any longer. It is imperative to their 

future wellbeing that we, as their responsible adults, work together to encourage 

appropriate responses to challenging situations. Preventative education here is vital, we 

will always enforce the bottom line.  

If you have any questions about these issues you are always welcome to speak to us 

directly. We have a fantastic pastoral network of trained professionals who work hard 

every day to support the students. Mr Alawiye, Mr Macedo, your child’s Pastoral 

Manager or Assistant Pastoral Manager are all useful contacts for you to be aware of. 

 

Education 

We exist for one purpose: to serve our students and provide for them the best education 

possible. Our aim is to ensure that your son/daughter receives a better-quality education 

at St Charles, than if they went to any other school or college. We are passionate about 

achieving this important aim. If you have any feedback on your son/daughter’s lessons, 

please speak to their teacher in the first instance. If you have a general observation or 

enquiry, the pastoral manager is your first port of call. 

Brilliant basics 

In our pastoral induction we also did some work on the success factors for our students. 

We defined 5 key features of successful academic study. We call them the ‘5 I ams’. They 

are our brilliant basics, and we encourage all students to adopt them every lesson, every 

day. If they do so, we are confident that they will exceed their expectations of Sixth Form 

study. 

The 5 I AMs 

1 I am… Here 

2 I am… Organised 

3 I am… Ambitious 

4 I am… Hardworking 

5 I am… Learning  

 

Finally, I’d like to take this opportunity to thank you again for all that you do in support of 

our community. The parent-college partnership is a vital ingredient in the success of our 

students. I wish you all the very best for a safe, happy, healthy and productive year ahead. 

God bless 

 

Martin Twist  

Principal 

 



 
 

Useful information and contacts 

Covid-19 Most recent government advice and guidance: 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus  

Mr Alawiye Assistant principal, Designated Safeguarding Lead, head of pastoral support 

mal@stcharles.ac.uk 

Mr Jordan Macedo, Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead 

jma@stcharles.ac.uk 

Student services 

020 8968 7755 ext. 375 

Enquiries email address 

enquiries@stcharles.ac.uk 

Ms Milton, Attendance Officer 

kmi@stcharles.ac.uk 

 020 8968 7755 ext. 347 

Website 

www.stcharles.ac.uk 
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