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Year 11 Transition to A Level Spanish 2020     

 

You will be studying Spanish A level with AQA Board.  
  
Below is a list of the components you will study over the next two years. 

 

Paper 1: Listening, Reading and Writing  

Duration: 2 hours 30 minutes; total raw mark: 100 

Listening and responding: Students will listen to spoken passages from a range of contexts and sources, 
covering different registers and types. The content of the passages will be based on the themes and sub-
themes in this specification.  

Questions will target main points, gist and detail and will require either non-verbal responses or responses 
in Spanish. Questions will include the need to infer meaning and will include of abstract material such as 
opinions, views, emotional reactions and personal experiences. 

Reading and responding: Students will read a range of stimulus texts adapted from authentic sources, 
including online sources. Texts will include contemporary and historical material and will cover non-fiction 
and literary fiction and/or material based on literature. The content of the stimulus texts will be based on the 
themes and sub-themes in this specification, except in the case of literary texts where the content may fall 
outside of these themes and sub-themes. 

Questions will target main points, gist and detail and will require either non-verbal responses or responses 
in Spanish. Questions will include the need to infer meaning and will include abstract material such as 
opinions, views, emotional reactions and personal experiences. 

 

Paper 2: Writing             Duration: 2 hours; total raw mark: 80 

Students will answer an essay question in Spanish for each of the two works they have studied (this can be a 
book and a film, or two books). Students will have a choice of question on each book/film. All questions will 
be in Spanish and will require a critical and analytical response.  

Students will be advised to write approximately 300 words per essay. Everything that students write will be 
marked; there is no word limit. Students who write the recommended number of words will have access to 
the full range of marks. 

No dictionaries are allowed in this exam.  

Access to the books and films is not allowed in this exam. 

 

Paper 3: Speaking 
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Duration: 21–23 minutes (including 5 minutes supervised preparation time); total raw mark: 60 

The test will be in two parts:  

Part 1 will be the discussion of one sub-theme from those in this specification, lasting 5–6 minutes, and Part 
2 will be the presentation and discussion of the student’s individual research project. (IRP), lasting 9–10 
minute discussion. 

Part one 

In Part one, the teacher-examiner gives the student two cards, following the sequencing table provided as 
part of the assessment material and avoiding the topic of the student’s individual research project. Each card 
is based on a sub-theme and the two cards are drawn from different themes. The student chooses one of the 
two cards. 

The stimulus card will form the basis for the discussion. The content of each card will be based on one of the 
sub-themes in this specification. Cards will contain images, text and three questions. The teacher-examiner 
will ask the student the questions during the discussion.  

The student must ask the teacher-examiner two questions arising from the material on the card.  

To meet the requirement to ask questions, a student must seek information or an opinion. Asking for 
repetition or clarification will not meet the requirement. The student’s questions must contain a conjugated 
verb. Rephrasing or repetition of the printed questions will not meet the requirement. Sample questions are 
shown in the specimen mark scheme. 

Students may make notes during the 5 minute supervised preparation time and may make reference to these 
notes during the discussion of the sub-theme. The notes should be stored securely in the centre until results 
day. 

Part two 

In Part two the student will present the findings of his or her research for up to two minutes. This will be 
followed by a discussion of the findings of the student’s research. Examples of the types of question the 
teacher-examiner will ask during the discussion of the project are included in the  

AS and A-level French, German and Spanish Instructions for the Conduct of the Examinations at aqa.org.uk  . 

Students will provide in advance on the Research project form a list of headings to indicate the scope of their 
research and the sources used. Apart from the names of published sources, any headings must be in English.. 
Sources could be visual, audio or written (in any combination)  

 
Here is the link to the AQA Spanish A Level 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/spanish-7692/introduction 

 

 

 

On the next few pages are some tasks you could do over the summer to prepare you for A Level study. 

In September 2020 You will have access to Kerboodle with various materials and activities that St Charles 

College provides for its students. 

What you will need to buy: 

1-The study books for the course:  

• AQA Spanish A level Year 1 and AS - By Oxford University Press 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/spanish-7692/introduction
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• Eight Basque surnames- By Hodder Education 

 

You could prepare for this by completing the tasks below:  

Task 1 

I. Complete a story on Duolingo every day 

https://stories.duolingo.com/ 

Task 2 

2. Liten to music in Spanish on Youtube or Spotify: start with Alvaro Soler, Shakira, DVicio, Pablo Alboran, 

Rosalia... Find your favourite songs and look for the lyrics! 

 Task 3 

3.Read an article of your choice from one of Spain's most popular newspapers (English version) 

https://elpais.com/agr/spanish_way_of_life/a/ 

Task 4. 

4. Follow on Instagram: 

https://tinyurl.com/y5z6nqpz 

https://tinyurl.com/y69lwfv7 

Task 5 

5.Watch any of these shows on Netflix: 

Money Heist, Cable Girls, The House of Flowers Elite, Seas, The Ministry of Time... 

Ideally in Spanish with English subtitles 

(ever heard of Learning Language with Netflix?) 

Task 6 

6.Use the grammar section of BBC Bitesize – Spanish with the link below, to make sure your GCSE grammar is 

up to scratch for before starting A Level, as you will need all of it. 

 Also, revise lots of verbs in the infinitive forms, plus vocabulary.   

  https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z4yyjhv  

Grammar – Complete the grammar worksheets on the present tense if possible and learn all the verbs in the 

boxes.  

Task 7 

7.Download a Spanish radio app and listen regularly.    

Read online Spanish newspapers:  

https://www.elmundo.es/   https://www.abc.es/  https://elpais.com/     

Watch the Spanish news on  

https://www.rtve.es/directo/canal-24h/  there is also an app you can download for this.    

Watch Spanish films on Netflix.   

https://stories.duolingo.com/
https://elpais.com/agr/spanish_way_of_life/a/
https://tinyurl.com/y5z6nqpz
https://tinyurl.com/y69lwfv7
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Find a news article in Spanish about the Spanish speaking world and write a short summary of it in your own 

words. You will tell it to the class (2 mins max). Try to find an interesting article. Useful websites are  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/spanish/tv/onlinenews.shtml   

General 

If you choose to do Spanish A Level Try to converse with other Spanish speakers or Spanish students as much 

as possible, in Spanish, to get used to doing this and to improve your confidence. For the A level course it is very 

important that you keep up to date with current affairs in Spain and Spanish speaking countries.  

If you make it to Spain over the summer, look around, watch the culture, go to the non-English areas, buy Spanish 

magazines, and eat in typical Spanish restaurants.    

Any questions/requests, please don’t hesitate to contact me: ycg@Stcharles.ac.uk 

I look forward to you starting the course but be ready!     

Hasta septiembre.    

Feliz verano.    
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