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On the following pages, you will find a selection of articles and 

suggested activities to prepare you for Year 12 Sociology. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AQA Sociology 

Specification: https://revisesociology.com/2018/03/29/aqa-a-level-sociology-specification-content-

at-a-glance/ 

 

The topics that you will learn are:  

• Education (Paper 1) 

• Family and Households (Paper 2) 

• Theory and Methods (Paper 1 and 3) 

• Crime and Deviance (Paper 3)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The textbook that we use in school are: 
 
 

 

 
 
Textbooks are mandatory and support you in your private study periods and at home. The 
department has several textbooks available for you to use at school.  
 

Core themes (run through all exam papers)  

• Socialisation, culture and identity. 
• Social differentiation, power and stratification. 
• The significance of conflict and consensus, social structure and social action, and the role of values. 
• The focus of study should be on UK society today, within its globalised context. 

 

https://revisesociology.com/2018/03/29/aqa-a-level-sociology-specification-content-at-a-glance/
https://revisesociology.com/2018/03/29/aqa-a-level-sociology-specification-content-at-a-glance/


 
 
 
This research based project is designed to give you a good grounding in A- level Sociology. 
The tasks will give you a head start and prepare you for the key topics you will encounter 
in Y12.  Research and complete the tasks independently in any format you like and bring 
them along to your first Sociology lesson. 
 
Sociological Theory 
 
A sociological theory is a way of seeing something, taking a perspective on it and 
understanding it from a particular point of view. They often refer to the same thing but 
see it differently. You will study each of the topics above in reference to various 
sociological theories.  
 

Watch this clip of Oxana, a feral child. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=93HymGXC_wM 

• The “nurture” side argues that our participation in social 

life is the most important determinant of who we are and 

how we behave.  

• For example, there is disagreement over whether men and women differ because of 

biological factors such as hormones or whether the differences are due primarily to 

socialization and other social forces. 

Is Oxana’s behaviour a product of biological factors? 

Is Oxana’s behaviour a product of socialisation (nuture)?  

Write your answer here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=93HymGXC_wM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=93HymGXC_wM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PR-cWZ4CChI


 

1. Functionalism:  

Using the following link research functionalist theory and answer the questions below: 

https://revisesociology.com/2016/09/01/functionalism-sociology/ 

1. Why is functionalism described as a consensus theory? 

 

 

 

2. According to functionalists in what way is society similar to the human body 

(Organic analogy, Talcott Parsons)?  

 

 

3. Describe what Durkheim referred to an anomie. 

 

 

 

4. Define social solidarity and explain why Durkheim believes it is important.  

 

 

  

Functionalist key terms 

 

 

 

 

 

Structural theory Consensus theory Social solidarity 

Organic analogy  Value consensus  Anomie  

https://revisesociology.com/2016/09/01/functionalism-sociology/


What the following You Tube clip of The Adjustment Bureau Trailer 

and link it to Functionalism:  

www.youtube.com/watch?v=wZJ0TP4nTaE  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evaluating Functionalism 

Think about the following questions – try to think of evidence for and against each 
question which both supports and criticises these key ideas of functionalism 

1. To what extent does socialisation shape an individual’s identity? 

 

2. Is anomie (too much freedom) a problem in today’s society? 

 

 

3. Do institutions really perform positive functions? (do we all benefit the same amount or 
do some benefit more than others?) 

 

4. Do we have value consensus in today’s society? 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wZJ0TP4nTaE


2. Marxism  

While functionalists see society as based on value consensus 

(agreement), Marxist sociologists see capitalist society as based on 

unequal conflict between two social classes.  

The capitalist class 

The working class  

1. Watch the following clip and write a short summary of Marxist theory: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d_c2p0Y7mgU 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Define the following key terms: 

Bourgeoisie:  

Proletariat:  

Capitalism:  

Communism   

 

 

 

Karl Marx 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d_c2p0Y7mgU


2. What examples of class inequality are there within the UK? Complete research 

online and use the images to  

help you brainstorm.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples of class 

inequality in the 

UK.  



  

 

 

 



 

3. Feminism 

Feminists believe that society oppresses women in a number of ways both within the 

family and in wider society. However, feminism is a bread term covering several types. 

Feminists are categorised into different groups depending on their views and solutions 

they provide.   

1. Read the article above and make a list of evidence of female oppression within 

politics.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Watch:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CVB7BWHaUT4 

(TEDx Covent Garden Women talk, What’s Feminist About 

Equality? Finn Mackay) 

Summarise what it tells you about Feminism. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CVB7BWHaUT4


 

3. Research the 4 main types of feminism: Liberal feminism, Marxist feminism, Radical 

feminism and Difference feminism. For each feminist theory outline their key beliefs 

and identify the solutions they put forward.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liberal feminism  

Marxist feminism  

Radical feminism  

Difference 

feminism  



 

4. Social Action Theory  

Summarise the differences in these approaches:  

a. Structural/Social action 
theory  

 

b. Macro/micro theory  

c. Consensus/conflict  

  

2. For each theory state where they are in relation to a, b and c above;  

  

Functionalism Marxism Feminism  
   

 

3. Define the Social Action Theorist Approach to society  

  

  

4. Research Jane Elliot’s ‘Brown Eyes, Blue Eyes’ experiment. What would Social Action 

Theory say about these experiments and participants?  

  

  

  

 



5. Post-modernism  

Postmodernists believe that society has now shifted to an era beyond modernity brought 

on by processes such as globalisation and rapid advances to technology. This era is focused 

on science and rational thought and religious way of thinking lose significance.  

  

3. Produce a table outlining the differences between modern and postmodern society.   

 

3. Find examples of post-modern changes in society within, e.g. consumer culture, same-

sex marriage.   

  

   

  

  

   

  

  

  

  

 

Modern  Post-modern 

  



Sociology Reading List  

In addition to completing the transition project, you might like to explore some of the 

following options for preparatory reading before you embark on the A Level course in 

Sociology.  

Magazines/journals Key magazines would include:   

• Sociology Review – available at a reduced rate subscription through the school  

• New Internationalist  

• The New Statesmen  

• The Economist  

All newspapers are valuable resources for students. A number of key newspapers have 

sociologists writing articles, and cover stories in a very sociological in-depth way.  

Key newspapers include:  

• The Guardian – On Tuesday there is a useful ‘Education’ supplement, and on 

Wednesday there is a useful ‘Society’ supplement  

• The Independent 

• The Times  

• The Observer 

• The Telegraph 

• The Financial Times  

Television Almost all television programmes have sociological value. From soaps & Big 

Brother to current affairs and documentaries. Ones to look out for include:  

• Panorama (BBC1)  

• Channel 4 News  

• Cutting Edge (C4)  

• Have I Got News For You  

Websites  

• www.educationforum.co.uk/sociology_2/onlinesochome.htm   

• www.sociology.org.uk/  

• AQA Home Page: http://www.aqa.org.uk/qual/gce/sociology_new.php  

• S-Cool Revision Site: http://www.s-cool.co.uk/topic_index.asp?subject_id=64   

• Sociology Central: http://www.sociology.org.uk/  

• National Statistics: http://www.statistics.gov.uk/glance/  

• Sociology Resources http://www.ruthssociology.com/ 

http://www.sociology.org.uk/
http://www.sociology.org.uk/
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/glance/


Films and documentaries  

Film: I, Daniel Blake 

Year: 2016 
Where can I watch it: Amazon Prime 
Useful for: Social class, underclass, inequality, poverty, work 
 
Explanation: A very powerful film that looks at the difficulties of unemployment in the 
North East of England from the point of view of an older unemployed male and a young 
single mother of two. This film is really useful for explaining the cycle of deprivation and 
why living in poverty can be a fatalistic and hopeless existence. 
  

Film: Freedom writers 

Year: 2007 
Where can I watch it: Amazon Prime and YouTube Movies 
Useful for: Education, ethnicity, social class, labelling, methods 
 
Explanation: A film that both students and teachers can relate to that looks at a young 
teacher attempting to inspire students from poor and ethnic minority backgrounds. This is 
really good to look at labelling in schools and also interesting from a methods point of 
view as the students keep a diary to record their feelings. 

Film: Pride 
 
Year: 2014 
Where can I watch it: Netflix 
Useful for: Sexuality, identity, social class, Marxism 
 
Explanation: This film looks at how the striking miners and gay activists combined forces in 
the mid-eighties to successfully campaign and protest against the government. The film is 
also useful for students to understand New Right policies under Margaret Thatcher. 
 
Film: Stanford Prison Experiment  
 
Year: 2016 
Where can I watch it: Netflix 
Useful for: Research methods, experiments  
Explanation: Stanford University psychology professor Philip Zimbardo conducts a 
psychological experiment to test the hypothesis that the personality traits of prisoners and 
guards are the chief cause of abusive behaviour between them. 
 



Documentary: Poor kids 
 
Year: 2011 
Where can I watch it: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8BN7ml6b-e4 
Useful for: Class inequalities, education, achievement 
 
Documentary telling the stories of some of the 3.5 million children living in poverty in the 
UK. It is one of the worst child poverty rates in the industrialised world, and successive 
governments continue to struggle to bring it into line. So who are these children, and 
where are they living? Under-represented, under-nourished and often under the radar, 3.5 
million children should be given a voice. And this powerful film does just that. 
 
Documentary: The Human Behavior Experiments  
 
Year: 2006 
Where can I watch it: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XVpV73wSyG8 
Useful for: Research methods, experiments  
 
Documentary about both Milgram, Zimbardo and more contemporary examples, such as 
Abu Gharib. 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8BN7ml6b-e4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XVpV73wSyG8

