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Subject:                                                                                     

Religious Studies 

Qualification: 

A level Religious Studies 

Main areas of study  

1. Philosophy of Religion,  

2. Religion & Ethics  

3.  Developments in Christian Thought 

 

 

 

 

Key Concepts  

• study philosophical language and thought, and 

issues and questions raised by belief  

• explore key concepts and the works of influential 

thinkers, ethical theories and their application  

• Understand the different approaches in what 

Christians believe and why they believe it 

Preparation Tasks  

Task 1 Watch this video clip on The Trolley Problem: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bOpf6KcWYyw  

Would you change the direction of the trolley? 

Would you push someone on the track to stop it? 

Think about why you made that decision in each 

case. 

Watch this clip on The First Mover Argument: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=lJH18VqdttY&list=RDbOpf6KcWYyw&index=14  

Is this a good argument for the existence of God? 

Why/why not? 

Watch this clip on The Problem of Evil: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=qJYycge3eFc&list=RDbOpf6KcWYyw&index=24  

Do you think free will is an adequate explanation 

for the existence of evil? Why/Why not? 

Task 2. Extended writing– write an essay of no more than 500 

words  

‘Philosophical arguments for the existence of God alone can-

not lead to belief in God.’ Discuss  

Research  Task                   

Be able to define the following terms: 

• Teleological 

• Deontological 

• Inductive 

• Deductive 

• Divine Revelation 

• Natural Revelation 

Familiarise yourself with the following: 

• Utilitarianism looking at both Bentham and Mill 

• Thomas Aquinas's Natural Law 

If you want to stretch yourself and really engage with 

some of the broader issues covered in our subject, you 

could try: 

The Thinker's Guide to God by Peter Vardy 
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Recommended Reading  

A Little History of Philosophy – Nigel Warbuton. In short 

chapters, this book explores the philosophies of many 

different scholars  

The Puzzle of… - Peter Vardy – this series of non-fiction 

books is about issues in religion and philosophy, very read-

able and you don’t have to be an expert to enjoy them.  

https://andphilosophy.com/books/  

Articles https://www.theguardian.com/world/philosophy  

 https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/apr/10/

sunbathing-park-deep-moral-questions-philosophers-

coronavirus-individual  

Recommended Websites  

https://www.quodvultdeus.com/16-18yrs.html  

This website contains some useful material. Don't 

try to learn it all, just a quick look over the topics 

listed in the Research section.  

https://peped.org/  

Philosophical investigations resources (podcast, 

books, topic Powerpoints) 

https://www.quodvultdeus.com/critical-

thinking.html  

Critical thinking skills resources 

 

You tube/video links –Ted talks /pod casts  

Philosophy podcast and blog 

https://partiallyexaminedlife.com/category/podcast-

episodes/?order=ASC  

https://philosophybites.com/  

 

Youtube 

Crash Course in Philosophy  https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=1A_CAkYt3GY  

TED talks  

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie – We should all be feminists  

Damon Horowitz – Philosophy in prison  

Watch the online course from the University of Oxford—

Critical Reasoning for Beginners to explore arguments, 

how to identify them, how to evaluate them. http://

podcasts.ox.ac.uk/series/critical-reasoning-beginners  

Films/TV shows with Philosophical & ethical ideas-

Westworld,  

Breaking Bad,  

Black mirror,  

Game of thrones, The Good place. 

 

 

Additional Information  

OCR specification Religious studies—For past pa-

pers, exam advice and revision notes.  

 https://www.ocr.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/  

What do you need in order to start the course 

Oxford A Level Religious Studies for OCR: AS and 

Year 1 

 

 

 

 

 

My Revision Notes OCR A Level Religious Studies: 

Philosophy of Religion & Religion and Ethics 

 

Watch—Genius of the Modern World BBC i player 

Episode 1. The revolutionary ideas of Karl Marx. 

Episode 2. Niezsche’s ideas smashed the assump-

tions of religion, morality and science. Episode 3. 

Freud, the father of psychoanalysis.  

The unexamined life is not worth living. Socrates 
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