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This issue, we focus on the LGBTQ+ History Month! However, living in the digi-
tal age taught us we must be careful whenever we use the internet and that you 
can never be safe enough. Talking about how we use the internet, perhaps you 
should definitely use it to celebrate the International Day of Women and Girls 
in Science, which we celebrate on the 11th of February. Lastly, we dive into the 
birthdays of our most beloved authors who were born in February.  

 

LGBTQ+ HISTORY MONTH  

Even though homosexuality has been legalised since the late sixties, members of 
the LGBTQ+ community still face bullying, hate and discrimination on the daily 
basis. Presently, expressions of hatred toward someone on account of that per-
son's colour, race, disability, nationality (including citizenship), ethnic or national 
origin, religion, gender reassignment, or sexual orientation is forbidden. Alt-
hough, progress has been slow and enormous amounts of issues still need to be 
addressed, there are a series of dates you should keep in mind:  

2002—Transgenderism declassified as an illness  

2004 (Northern Ireland), 2008 (England & Wales), 2009 (Scotland) - Hate speech 
Law 

2005—Civil Partnerships legalised 

2010—Equality Act  

2014 (England, Wales and Scotland), 2020 (Wales) - Marriage legalised 

 

Educational material available in the LRC 

 

The little book of LGBTQ+ : an A-Z of gender and sexual identi-
ties by Harriet Dyer (306.76 DYE)  

Have pride : an inspirational history of the LGBTQ+ movement 
by Stella Caldwell (306.76 CAL)  

We make it better : the LGBTQ community and their positive 
contributions to society by Eric Rosswood (306.76 ROS)  

New queer cinema : a critical reader by Michele Aaron (791.436 
AAR)  
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LGBTQ+ FICTION 

The black flamingo by Dean Atta (F ATT) 

Speak no evil by Uzodinma Iweala (F IWE)  

It’s not like it’s a secret by Misa Sugiura (F SUG) 

They both die at the end by Adam Silvera (F SIL)  

Alex as well by Alyssa Brugman (F BRU)  

Oranges are not the only fruit by Jeanette Winterson (F WIN)  

 

SAFER INTERNET DAY (8TH OF FEBRUARY) 

There are now more than 2 billion internet users across the globe, about 30 per 
cent of the world’s population. To use the internet ethically and responsibly, an 
individual has to familiarise with the history, sociology, politics and economics of 
the internet. The Learning Resource Centre has put out a series of resources to 
help you understand the internet’s impact on yourself, the people around you and 
society as a whole.  

 

Misunderstanding the internet by James Curran, Natalie Fenton and Des Freedman 
(302.23 CUR)  

The shallows : how the Internet is changing the way we think, read and remember 
by Nicholas Carr (153.4 CAR)  

The internet and the law by Kevin M. Rogers (343.09 ROG)  

Fans, bloggers, and gamers : exploring participatory culture by Henry Jenkins 
(302.23 JEN)   

History of the internet : a chronology, 1843 to the present  by  
Christos J.P. Moschovitis (004.678 MOS)  

 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF WOMEN AND GIRLS IN 
SCENCE (11TH OF FEBRUARY)  

Women Scientists at the forefront of the fight against         
COVID-19  

 

 

   

 Since its establishment by 

the UN General Assembly on 22 

December 2015, the International 

Day of Women and Girls in Science 

aims at raising awareness on the 

issue celebrating women’s excel-

lence in science and reminding the 

international community that sci-

ence and gender equality have to 

advance hand-in-hand to address 

major global challenges and 

achieve all the goals and targets of 

the 2030 Agenda. 

For more information click here 

The outbreak of the COVID-19 

pandemic has clearly demonstrat-

ed the critical role of women re-

searchers in different stages of the 

fight against COVID-19, from ad-

vancing the knowledge on the vi-

rus to developing technics for test-

ing and finally the vaccine against 

the virus. 

https://events.unesco.org/event?id=1008262432&lang=1033


 

 

 

 

 

 

FIVE NOTABLE FEMALE SCIENTISTS  

 

1. Tiera Guinn—This 21-year-old scientist hasn’t yet graduated from 
college, but Tiera Guinn’s already doing literal rocket science. The 
MIT senior is helping build a rocket for NASA that could be one of the 
biggest and most powerful ever made, according to WBRC News. 
She’s an aerospace major with a 5.0 GPA who also works as a Rocket 
Structural Design and Analysis Engineer for the Space Launch System 
that aerospace company Boeing is building for NASA.  

2. Marie Curie—The Polish scientist studied at the Sorbonne, where 
she became the head of the physics lab there in the early 1900s — 
when women really did not teach science at European universities — 
and pioneered research in radioactivity. She and her husband jointly 
won the Nobel Prize in 1903.  

3. Mae C. Jemison—Mae C. Jemison is the first African-American fe-
male astronaut. In 1992, she became the first black woman in space 
when as a crew member on the space ship Endeavour. Before enter-
ing the space program, she was a medical doctor who served with the 
Peace Corps in Sierra Leone and Liberia.  

4. Sau Lan Wu—Hong Kong scientist Sau Lan Wu is a particle physicist 
who warmed up her theatrical career by discovering charm quarks 
and gluons, and then really changed the entire course of scientific his-
tory by helping to discover the Higgs boson particle, which is still the 
subject of cutting-edge science today.  

5. Rosalind Franklin—born in 1920, was a British biophysicist 
known for revolutionary work discovering DNA, as well as under-
standing X-rays and molecular structure.  

 

 

   

   



 

 

 

 

 

 

AUTHOR BIRTHDAYS WE CELEBRATE IN FEBRUARY 

 

Toni Morrison  (b. 18th of February 1931) 

Notable work: Beloved, Sula, Love, Jazz 

* available to borrow from the library 

 

Amy Tan (b. 19th of February 1952) 

Notable work: The Joy Luck Club, The Bonesetter’s Daughter 

*available to borrow from the library 

 

Charles Dickens (b. 7th of February 1812)  

Notable work: Oliver Twist, Great Expectations, Davis Copperfield 

*available in the library 

 

Anthony Burgess (b. 25th of February 1917) 

Notable work: The Orange Clockwork  

*available in the library 

 

Anais Nin (b. 21st of February 1903)  

Notable work: Henry and June, Winter of Artifice 

   


