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The Christmas break is not far away! We hope your cupboards are filling up 
with festive treats in preparation for the big day! In this issue you will find 
the LRC’s Christmas Quiz, the Christmas Fiction List and the Christmas   
Podcasts to enjoy with a steaming cup of hot chocolate during the holidays! 

 

CHRISTMAS QUIZ QUESTIONS 

1. When were lights for Christmas trees sold to the general public?  

2. What year did Mariah Carey’s ‘All I Want For Christmas Is You’ come 
out? 

3. In Home Alone 2, who does Kevin run into in the hotel lobby? 

4. Traditionally, when should you start making a Christmas pudding?  

5. In the Harry Potter series, what gift does Mrs Weasley famously give to 
her family members every Christmas? 

 

 

CHRISTMAS FICTION LIST 

AVAILABLE AT THE MAIN LRC 

 

1.  Skipping Christmas, by John Grisham. 

Imagine a year without Christmas. No crowded shops, no corny office parties, no fruit-
cakes, no unwanted presents. That's just what Luther and Nora Krank have in mind 
when they decide that, just this once, they'll skip the holiday altogether.  

2. The Christmas Books, by Charles Dickens. 

Dickens's other Christmas writings collected here include 'The Story of the Goblins who 
Stole a Sexton', the short story from The Pickwick Papers on which A Christmas Car-
ol was based; along with shorter pieces drawn from the 'Christmas Stories' that Dickens 
wrote annually for his weekly journals.  

3. A Week in December, by Sebastian Faulks. 

With daring skill, the novel pieces together the complex patterns and crossings of mod-
ern urban life. Greed, the dehumanising effects of the electronic age and the fragmen-
tation of society are some of the themes dealt with in this savagely humorous book.  
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4. A Wedding in December, by Anita Shreve. 

At an inn in the Berkshire Mountains of western Massachusetts, seven former school-

mates gather for a wedding.  

5. Twas the Nightshift Before Christmas, by  Adam Kay. 

Christmas is coming, the goose is getting fat . . . but 1.4 million NHS staff are heading 

off to work. In this perfect present for anyone who has ever set foot in a hospital, Adam 

Kay delves back into his diaries for a hilarious, horrifying and sometimes heartbreaking 

peek behind the blue curtain at Christmastime.  

  

 

1. Christmas Past, a podcast that tells the fascinating stories behind your 
favourite holiday traditions.  

 

2. The Lost Christmas, a dive into the characters, traditions, food and    
everything else surrounding the Christmas season all over the world. 

 

3. Tis The Podcast, Join Anthony, Julia, and Thom as they embark on a 
magical journey debating and discussing different Christmas movies, spe-
cials, and television episodes each week.  

 

AVAILABLE 
ON: 

 
 

MICRO-FICTION  

Near Taurus  
By Dawn 
 
After the rains had come and gone, we went down by the reservoir. No one 
was watching, or so it looked to us. 
 
The night was like to drown us. 
 
Our voices were high—his, mine; soft, bright—and this was not the all of it 
(when is it ever?). 
 
Damp palms, unauthorized, young: We would never be caught, let alone 
apprehended, one by the other. 
 
He was misunderstood; that's what the boy told me. 

 
 
 

 

LRC WORD CORNER 

This is where you’ll find the 

LRC’s word of the day. 

 

WORD OF THE DAY 

Epiphany 

NOUN 

1. A Christian feast day 
celebrated on January 6th, 
commemorating the 
Magi’s visit to the baby 
Jesus.  

 

2. A moment of sudden 
and great revelation or              
realisation. 

 

LRC TRIVIA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know… 

 

...‘Santa Claus is Coming 
to Town’ was first sung in 
November 1934. By 
Christmas, it has sold 
400,000 copies. 

 

…’Jingle Bells’ was the first 
song played in space. 

   

https://open.spotify.com/show/0EPXXUFnhfKGp70FCQTZdO
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/christmas-traditions-around-the-world/id1533325255?i=1000499713961
https://open.spotify.com/show/1oVhOnOULzGZbRYTEBGEal
https://www.oprah.com/omagazine/micro-fiction-short-stories-from-famous-writers


 

 

"Orion, over there. Only the belt. The body won't show until later," he said. 

"Arms and such." 

 

Me, I could not find the belt, not to save my life, I said. 

 

Flattened with want: "There is always another time," he said. 

 

He died, that boy. Light-years! Ages and ages. And here I am: a mother, 

witness, a raiser of a boy. 

 

I could tell you his name. 

 

I could and would not. 

 

"Here's where the world begins," he'd said. I see him now—unbroken still; 

our naked eyes searching for legends—the dirt beneath us parched. 

  

More Micro-fiction stories on: https://www.oprah.com/ 

 

 

 

Micro-fiction 

Tends to be stories 
that are 100 words 
or less. Some  
publications have 
stretched this to 
up to 250 words, 
but in general, 100 
words is the sweet 
spot for defining 
stories in this    
category. 

   

Answers to the quiz: 1. 1917 2.  1994 3. Donald Trump 4. On a Sunday, 

five weeks before Christmas 5. Hand-knitted jumpers 

LRC Closure Dates/Christmas 

Holidays 

20th December - 4th January  

https://www.oprah.com/omagazine/micro-fiction-short-stories-from-famous-writers

