
 

 
 

 

Year 11 Preparation for study at 

St Charles College 
 

Subject:    

Geography                                                                            
 

Qualification: 

A level in Geography 

Main areas of study  

• This is a two-year course covering the 

following areas of study:  

• Regenerating places 

• Tectonic process and hazards 

• Globalisation 

• Coastal process and management 

• The water cycle and insecurity 

• The carbon cycle and insecurity  

• Migration and identity 

• Superpowers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Key concepts 

The course requires you to study, at 

depth,  a wide range of both physical 

and human geographical processes 

with a focus on developing a deep 

understanding of the inter-

relationships between the different 

factors. For example, the concept of 

climate change is studied as a process 

within the carbon cycle, but its 

impacts resonate across all areas that 

you will study. Throughout the course 

you will develop the analytical skills 

needed to understand and explain 

the relationships between the range 

of topics that you will study.  

 

 



Preparation Tasks  

Topic - Regenerating Places 

SMART Cities 

We will begin the course by looking at one key 

area in which cities are being re-shaped and 

modernised using technology. The use of digital 

technology has transformed the way we live our 

lives and there is no question that the places in 

which we live will continually evolve as more 

complex technology is introduced. The notion of 

a SMART city is central to this change and is now 

a key focus for many cities as they regenerate and 

rebrand for the future. Use the following key 

questions to steer your learning of this exciting 

new development. Once you have gained a 

sound understanding of the meaning of SMART 

Cities, you will be asked to put forward an 

argument to either support or reject them as a 

means of urban development.  

Question 1 

What is a SMART City? 

 

Task 2  

 Why do we need SMART Cities? 

  

Task 3 

 Why have SMART Cities been criticised?  

  

  

  

Research Task  

 Discussion: 

Should London become a SMART city? 

Identify the arguments for and against  

London becoming a SMART City.  

Write a summary conclusion that either  

Supports or rejects the plan. 

 

We will hold a debate in class when your  

Course begins in September.  

 

 

 

http://smartcity.valencia.es/en/  

 

 

http://smartcity.valencia.es/en/


 

Recommended Reading and websites 

You will be able to find a very wide range of articles 

relating to this topic on the internet. Simply enter key 

questions relating to SMART Cities into the search bar 

and you will locate the evidence needed to develop your 

knowledge. The following are just some of the sites that 

you will find useful. 

www.centreforcities.org 

www.mobility.here.com 

www.seimens.com 

 

Of course, you will also find a range of good and 

reliable web links listed on Wikipedia.  

  

 

You tube/video links –Ted talks /pod casts  

You tube has a wide range of videos listed under the 

heading ‘SMART Cities’ with Ted Talks being a good 

and reliable starting point on the subject.  

www.ted.com 

https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/business-

and-economy/supporting-londons-sectors/smart-

london  

 

 

Additional Information  

 You will be required to purchase the course 

textbook: 

‘Geography – Edexcel book 1’ 

ISBN: 978 1 4718 5654 9 
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