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ART & DESIGN 

 

Welcome to Art & Design at St Charles! 

Here are some great activities to get you started. Through doing these activities you will 

learn: 

• How to make art using new tools and techniques - being brave, trying things out.  

• Quick ways of coming up with ideas and turning them into a finished piece. 

• Key language and terminology that will be used on your course when writing and 

talking about art.  

Bring all your sketches, doodles, marks, drawings etc to college with you in September. 

TASK 1 - SKETCHBOOK 

Get an A4 sketchbook with plain paper.  

 

These are available in all local art and stationary shops or you can order one online. 

This sketchbook is where you will keep your summer artwork. You can work straight onto the 

pages in the sketchbook, or stick the work in as you go along.  

It’s for you to practice your skills, make notes and record ideas, so don’t worry about making a 

mess!  

  
 

TASK 2 - ISOLATION ART SCHOOL 

#isolationartschool is an Instagram account with loads of videos of real 

artists showing us different ways they make art.  

Here are links to 3 activities for you to do.  

Take your time, each one should take at least one hour. If you don’t have 

exactly the same drawing tools (e.g. ink, oil pastels), you can pop to the 

shops or improvise with what you already have around the house… 
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1. Introduction to the Formal Elements: 
https://www.instagram.com/p/B-_7TzIFPpW/ 
After watching the video, fill 4 or more pages in your sketchbook showing a combination 
of these formal elements: Line, Shape, Tone, Texture, Form, Space, Pattern and Colour. 
 

2. Experimental drawing in layers 
https://www.instagram.com/tv/B-rYTPuFWFP/?igshid=1cfhp65vboba6 
For this it will help to have some bits of scrap paper like newspaper or pieces of coloured 
paper. Do this activity twice and see if your style changes! 
 

3. True Perspective 
https://www.instagram.com/p/B_M0EkvlBVa/ 
Practice drawing with ‘True Perspective’ and really LOOKING at the space you’re in.  
(for this task you can stick some loose paper together or take some pages out of the back 
of your sketchbook). 

 

TASK 3 – EXPLORING ARTISTS 

Look at the artwork by these artists. 

David Hockney                  Faith Ringgold 

Alex Perry-Adlam             Emma Amos 

Suzie Calvert                      Frank Bowling 

Choose a piece of work by one of these artists.  

In your sketchbook, do a careful study (copy) of the work – Write down the artist’s name, title of 

the work and date it was created.  

After you have finished the study, write a paragraph (500words) explaining why you chose it. 

Using the Formal Elements from TASK 2 to explain what you like or dislike about the artist’s piece? 

What feelings or memories does it conjure up for you? 

 

TASK 4A – LET’S TALK ABOUT IT 

Choose an important topic that you think needs to be discussed more.  

This could be a global issue or movement such as climate change; it could be a local issue or 

something more personal to your own community or home. 

On a new page in your sketchbook, write the topic as a HEADING, then fill the page with as many 

words, questions and ideas you can think of that link to your chosen topic. 

https://www.instagram.com/p/B-_7TzIFPpW/
https://www.instagram.com/tv/B-rYTPuFWFP/?igshid=1cfhp65vboba6
https://www.instagram.com/p/B_M0EkvlBVa/
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TASK 4B – MAKE A TINY ZINE! 

Use a sheet of A3 or A4 paper. (Or take a page from the middle of your sketchbook). 

Watch this video and follow along to make a tiny zine. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MBGm85tw_3g 
 

Based on your chosen topic/issue, give your zine a front and back cover and then fill it with 

drawings related to your chosen topic. You could draw a continuous story or keep each page 

separate… it’s completely up to you! 

 
 

Bring all work to your first week at St Charles!  

We look forward to seeing you then. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MBGm85tw_3g

