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Welcome to English Literature at 

St Charles Sixth Form College 

 

We’re so glad you’ve chosen to study English Literature with us. Over the next two years you’ll dive into a range 
of novels, plays and poems, and ask profound questions about how they remain relevant for us today. 
 
An A level in English literature will also give you a range of skills, including academic writing and critical thinking, 
that will serve you well in further studies and employment. 
 
In these pages you will get a flavour of some of the texts you will study, and some tasks you can complete to 
be prepared to start your studies. 

 

Hamlet by William Shakespeare                     

 

 

Why Hamlet man holding a skull? Is there really a ghost, or is it all in his head? And why does he delay taking 

revenge against the man who murdered his father. 

You will explore all these questions and more as you study William Shakespeare’s Hamlet. This play about an 

avenging ghost, a jilted lover and a hero plagued by doubt is one of the most well-known and compelling stories 

in English literature. 

Have a look at the tasks further on in this booklet to find ways you can prepare for studying Hamlet. 

Poetry, modern and old 

 
 

 

 



2 
 

The best poetry is alive, urgent, and directly relevant to our lives today. Poets write to express their deepest 

emotions like fear, longing, joy, heartbreak and regret, or to point out problems in society, like sexism and the 

destruction of the environment. 

As you study poetry you’ll explore themes such as: 

• How poets remember and explore their childhood. 

• Frustration about failed love affairs. 

• Regrets about missed opportunities and wasted years. 

• Anger at how women have been treated unfairly in society. 

Becoming a sensitive reader of poetry will help you to better understand other people’s perspectives and will 

help you to see language as something mysterious and beautiful. 

 

Prose 

     
 

Escaping into a book is trip into a virtual reality.  You will delve into the minds of a range of characters, visualise 

settings and discuss motivation.  You will learn to see a book as ‘construct’ and explore how you can deconstruct 

the text.  Books have long been the site of exploration, resistance and imagination.  When you study literature 

you will explore ideas and scenarios and learn how to analyse, interpret and evaluate.   

Preparing to study with us  

 
In English literature there is a lot to study, so 

it’s important to be as prepared as possible. 

On the next few pages are some tasks you 

could do over the summer to prepare you for 

A Level study. 

 

 

Task 1 

You can read Hamlet free online at http://www.shakespeare-online.com/plays/hamletscenes.html 

 

Task 2 

http://www.shakespeare-online.com/plays/hamletscenes.html
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The David Tennant movie of Hamlet – watch this if you can get hold of a copy.  It is available to buy for £5.99 

from Amazon. 

You can rent a film of a production from the Globe for £4.99 https://globeplayer.tv/videos/hamlet-english 

Watch as many versions as you can of the play. 

 

 

Task 3 

Research the term ‘Tragedy’ in the literary/dramatic sense and make sure you understand the meaning and 

how it is different to the everyday meaning of tragedy. 

Find the definitions of the following key terms/words: 

1. hamartia  

2. anagnorisis 

3. peripeteia  

4. hubris  

5. catharsis 

6. dramatic techniques 

7. literary techniques 

8. monologue 

9. dialogue 

10. soliloquy 

11. aside 

Task 4. 

Sign up for and complete this free course on poetry https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/a-level-study-

unseen-poetry 

General 

If you choose to do English Literature you are actively choosing to do lots of reading and 

writing over the next two years.  Generally, an A Level student of Literature enjoys reading 

for pleasure. 

 

Task 5 

Choose a novel (fiction text) that you really enjoyed and write a review of the text stating what you like about 

the book. 

 

Task 6 

The opportunity of the long summer holiday to work on your personal reading.  Here are some suggested books 

but all reading is good. 

 
Alias Grace - Margaret Atwood 
Americanah - Chimamandah Ngozie Adiche 
Diary of a Provincial Lady -  E.M. Delafield. 
Dubliners - James Joyce 
Girl, Woman, Other – Bernardine Evaristo 
Great Expectations – Charles Dickens 
Hamnet – Maggie O’Farrell 
Jane Eyre - Charlotte Bronte 

https://globeplayer.tv/videos/hamlet-english
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/a-level-study-unseen-poetry
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/a-level-study-unseen-poetry
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Lost in Translation - Eva Hoffman (Memoir/non-fiction) 
North and South - Elizabeth Gaskall 
Persuasion – Jane Austen 
Pride and Prejudice - Jane Austen 
Rebecca - Daphne du Maurier 
The Big Sleep – Raymond Chandler 
The Great Gatsby - F. Scott Fitzgerald 
The Life and Times of The Thunderbolt Kid: Travels Through my Childhood – Bill Bryson (Memoir/humour) 
The Woman Warrior - Maxine Hong Kingston (memoir/creative) 
Their Eyes Were Watching God - Nora Neale Hurston 
Things Fall Apart – Chinua Achebe 
We Have Always Lived in the Castle -  Shirley Jackson 
Why be Happy When you Could be Normal - Jeanette Winterson (Memoir) 
Why I’m No Longer Talking to White People About Race -  Renni Eddo Lodge (Non-Fiction) 
Wide Sargasso Sea - Jean Rhys 
 
Any of the early P.G. Wodehouse books if you are interested in whimsy. 

 

Course Information    

 

 

You will be studying English Literature with the Eduqas Board.   

Below is a list of the components you will study over the next two years. 

Component 1 

Section A: Poetry pre-1900 (open-book, clean copy) 
One two-part question based on the reading of one pre-1900 
poetry text from a prescribed list 
Section B: Poetry post-1900 (open-book, clean copy) 
One question from a choice of two based on the reading of two 
post-1900 poetry texts from a prescribed list 

Component 2 

Section A: Shakespeare (closed-book) 
One two-part question based on the reading of one Shakespeare 
play from a prescribed list 
Section B: Drama (closed-book)  
One question from a choice of two based on the reading of a pair of plays: one pre-
1900 and one post-1900, from a prescribed list 

Component 3 

Section A: Unseen prose 
One question from a choice of two, analysing an unseen passage of 
prose, taken from one of two prescribed periods for study Section 
B: Unseen poetry 
One question from a choice of two, analysing an unseen poem or 
poetry extract. 

Component 4 

Prose study 

One 2500-3500 word assignment based on the reading of two 
prose texts from different periods, one pre-2000 and one post- 
2000, nominated by the centre. 

 

Here is the link to the full specification https://www.eduqas.co.uk/media/gkxh25ep/eduqas-a-level-english-lit-

spec-from-2015-e.pdf 

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/media/gkxh25ep/eduqas-a-level-english-lit-spec-from-2015-e.pdf
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/media/gkxh25ep/eduqas-a-level-english-lit-spec-from-2015-e.pdf
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