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Year 11 Transition to A Level English 

Language and Literature 2020     

 

Welcome to the English Department 

Over the next two years, you will dive into a range of novels, plays poems and spoken language transcriptions, 

exploring how they functioned within the contexts in which they were produced and how they remain relevant 

today.  

An A level in English Language and Literature will enable you to acquire a range of skills, such as both academic 

and creative writing and critical thinking, that will serve you well in further studies and employment. 

In these pages you will get a flavour of some of the texts you will study, and some tasks you can complete to 

be prepared to start your studies. 
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English at St Charles: Our vision 

St Charles is a diverse and inclusive community made of specialist subject teachers and students 

who aspire to achieve greatness. In the English Department, we recognise the immense impact 

that education at A Level has on the development of young people and we take an active interest 

in supporting our students, both academically and pastorally. We appreciate and celebrate the 

different experiences and insights that our students bring to the classroom and, for this reason, 

we are committed to the following:  

• Supporting ongoing conversations about the past, present and future significance of 
colonialism, imperialism and racism on the English cultural production. 

• Taking a strong stand against racism and discrimination in the classroom and in the college as 
a whole. 

• Continuing to address the need for decolonisation in British education by embedding in our 
practice a deeper understanding that any failure in doing so will only perpetuate the injustices 
and inequalities within education. 

• Offering a varied curriculum that challenges Eurocentrism and allows students to engage in the 
critical understanding of language and literature.  
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English Language and Literature: Exam Specification  

You will be studying English Language and Literature with the Eduqas Board.  Below is a list of the components 

you will study over the next two years. 

 

Component 1 – Poetry and Prose 
 

Section A: Poetry (open-book, clean copy) 
One question from a choice of two based on the WJEC English Language and Literature Pre -1914 Poetry 
Anthology plus an unseen text published post-1914 

Section B: Prose (open-book, clean copy)  
One question from a choice of two, presented in two parts, based on the reading of Alice Walker's The Color 
Purple 

 

Component 2 – Drama 
 

Section A: Shakespeare (closed-book) 
One compulsory extract-based task and one essay question from a choice of two based on the reading of 
Shakespeare's play Othello 

Section B: Post-1900 Drama (closed-book)  
One question from a choice of two based on the reading of Diane Samuel's Kindertransport 

 

Component 3 – Non Literary Texts 
 

Section A: Comparative analysis of spoken non-literary texts Comparative analysis of three unseen 
spoken language non-literary texts  

Section B: Non-literary text study (closed-book)  

One two-part question based on the reading of a non-literary text selected from a prescribed list 

 

Component 4 – Critical and Creative Genre Study 
 

Section A: Genre Study 
A critical and sustained study on dystopia, focussing on George Orwell's 1984 and Margaret Atwood's The 
Handmaid's Tale 

Section B: Related Creative Writing  

Two writing assignments (one literary/one non-literary) 
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Authors and texts: an overview 

 

 
Alice Walker, The Color Purple 

 

 

 

 

 
The Color Purple documents the traumas and 
gradual triumph of Celie, an African American 
teenager raised in rural isolation in Georgia, as she 
comes to resist the abuse she has endured from her 
father and then her husband and finally learns how 
to unconditionally love herself and her life. 
 

 
#AfricanAmericanLiterature #segregation #JimCrow 
#BlackFeminism #Colourism #Colonialism 
#Oppression #WomensRights #ThisIsAmerica #queer 
#Womanism #religion #FemaleEmpowerment 
#BlackOwnedBusiness #gender #LoveIsLove 
#equality #selflove #GlowUp #SlayThePatriarchy 
#IntersectionalFeminism 

 

 

William Shakespeare, Othello 

 

 

 

 
A pioneering exploration of racial prejudice, 
Othello is a tragedy focussing on the story of an 
African general in the Venetian army who is 
tricked into suspecting his wife of adultery.   
 

 
#patriarchy #jealousy #love #revenge 
#FakeFriends #colonialism #racism #African 
#masculinity #war #Italy #inequality #isolation 
#OldEnglish  
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Diane Samuels, Kindertransport 

 

 

 

 

The play examines the life, during World War II 
and afterwards, of a Kindertransport child. It 
explores the cultural and emotional 
displacement of a German-born Jewish woman 
who, having been sent to England to escape the 
Nazi persecution of Jews, struggles to accept her 
dual identity and her painful, traumatising past.  

 

 

#holocaust #antisemitism #identity 
#IdentityPolitics #kindertransport 
#NaziGermany #MotherAndDaughter 
#adoption #religion #prejudice #Judaism 
#GenerationalTrauma #Trauma #Hitler 
#RacialLaws #family #memories #women 

 

Truman Capote, In Cold Blood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The novel tells the true story of the murder of the 
Clutter family in Kansas, in 1959. The event, which 
shocked the American audiences of the time, inspired 
Capote to travel to the town where the murder took 
place and conduct a series of interviews that he 
translated into a novel, thus creating the genre of 
‘New Journalism’. 

 

#crime #MurderHeWrote #masculinity #femininity 
#RuralAmerica #GunControl #depression 
#MentalHealth #femininity #teenagers #prison 
#AmericanGothic #AmericanDream #religion 
#madness #wealth #class 
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The Poetry Anthology 

 

 

 
 

 
The anthology covers a range of poetry from the late 
sixteenth century to 1914. It is designed to introduce 
learners to the historical development of the English 
language, the rich heritage of writing poetry, as well 
as illustrating the variation in poetic content and style 
over time. 
 

 

#romanticism #politics #love #war #betrayal 
#revolution #childhood #innocence #tyranny 
#romance #death #fantasy #freedom #relationship 
#reflection #art #poetry 

 

Spoken Language and Non-Fiction 

 

 

 

 

 
This section explores a variety of non-literary texts 
such as: spoken transcriptions, advertisements, 
autobiographies, biographies, travel writing, 
journalism, information texts, instructional texts, 
letters, reports, speeches, specialist publications. 
 

 
#WhatsYourLanguage #HowWeSpeak 
#LanguageIsPower #bias #nuance #prejudice #values 
#tone #attitude #language #politics #gender #society 
#modern 
#purpose #persuasion #request #inform #explore 
#audience #genre #mode  
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George Orwell, 1984 

 
 

 
 

 
1984 is a dystopian novella that follows the life of 
Winston Smith, a low ranking member of 'the Party'. 
Living under the omnipresent eyes of the party and 
its ominous ruler Big Brother, Winston struggles to 
maintain his individuality against the conformism 
imposed by a society built on propaganda and 
surveillance. 
 

 
#dystopia #control #surveillance #newspeak 
#erasure #identity #love #revolution #communism 
#nazi #biopolitics #stalinism #society #propaganda 
#class #conformism #technology 
#ArtificialIntelligence #conspiracy #totalitarianism 
#freedom 
 

 

Margaret Atwood, The Handmaid’s Tale 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Set in a near-future totalitarian state, that has 
overthrown the United States government, The 
Handmaid's Tale explores the subjugation women in 
a patriarchal society and the various means by which 
these women resist and attempt to gain individuality 
and independence. 
 

 
#religion #fanatism #reaganism #tatcherism #gender 
#feminism #christianity #GenderRoles #war #toxicity 
#masculinity #SexualRevolution #WomensRights 
#ReproductiveRights #ProLife #conservatives 
#PoliceState #dystopia #surveillance #revolution 
#resist #queer #SlayThePatriarchy #Trauma 
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From Y11 to Y12: How You Can Prepare 

In September 2020 one of the first texts you will study is Othello by Shakespeare.  You could prepare for this 

by completing the tasks below:  

Task 1 

You can read the play free online  http://www.shakespeare-online.com/plays/othelloscenes.html 

Task 2 

Watch a film version of Othello. 

The Lawrence Fishburne/Kenneth Branagh film version is good.  https://www.amazon.co.uk/Othello-Laurence-

Fishburne/dp/B000CCRCFM  £11.99 

Rent on https://uk.chili.com/movie/othello-1995/dd68f85d-6c4a-4b1c-8575-

9a94e021fc5b?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=CHILI_UK_NEW_-_FEED_-_DSA_-

_MOVIE&gclid=CjwKCAjw5vz2BRAtEiwAbcVIL18B9NMgwONwY5wv3CnoK_rMshtbee369ABjfn7eFZWLLjcAo2b

UNxoCqtsQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds £2.49 

You can rent a film of a production from the Globe Theatre for £2.99 https://globeplayer.tv/videos/othello 

Watch as many versions of the play as you can. 

 Task 3 

Research the term ‘Tragedy’ in the literary/dramatic sense and make sure you understand the meaning and how 

it is different to the everyday meaning of tragedy. 

Find the definitions of the following key terms/words: 

1. hamartia  
2. anagnorisis 
3. peripeteia  
4. hubris  
5. catharsis 
6. dramatic techniques 
7. literary techniques 
8. monologue 
9. dialogue 
10. soliloquy 
11. aside 

 

 

Task 4. 

Sign up for and complete this free course on poetry https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/a-level-study-

unseen-poetry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.shakespeare-online.com/plays/othelloscenes.html
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Othello-Laurence-Fishburne/dp/B000CCRCFM
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Othello-Laurence-Fishburne/dp/B000CCRCFM
https://uk.chili.com/movie/othello-1995/dd68f85d-6c4a-4b1c-8575-9a94e021fc5b?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=CHILI_UK_NEW_-_FEED_-_DSA_-_MOVIE&gclid=CjwKCAjw5vz2BRAtEiwAbcVIL18B9NMgwONwY5wv3CnoK_rMshtbee369ABjfn7eFZWLLjcAo2bUNxoCqtsQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://uk.chili.com/movie/othello-1995/dd68f85d-6c4a-4b1c-8575-9a94e021fc5b?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=CHILI_UK_NEW_-_FEED_-_DSA_-_MOVIE&gclid=CjwKCAjw5vz2BRAtEiwAbcVIL18B9NMgwONwY5wv3CnoK_rMshtbee369ABjfn7eFZWLLjcAo2bUNxoCqtsQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://uk.chili.com/movie/othello-1995/dd68f85d-6c4a-4b1c-8575-9a94e021fc5b?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=CHILI_UK_NEW_-_FEED_-_DSA_-_MOVIE&gclid=CjwKCAjw5vz2BRAtEiwAbcVIL18B9NMgwONwY5wv3CnoK_rMshtbee369ABjfn7eFZWLLjcAo2bUNxoCqtsQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://uk.chili.com/movie/othello-1995/dd68f85d-6c4a-4b1c-8575-9a94e021fc5b?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=CHILI_UK_NEW_-_FEED_-_DSA_-_MOVIE&gclid=CjwKCAjw5vz2BRAtEiwAbcVIL18B9NMgwONwY5wv3CnoK_rMshtbee369ABjfn7eFZWLLjcAo2bUNxoCqtsQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://globeplayer.tv/videos/othello
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/a-level-study-unseen-poetry
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/a-level-study-unseen-poetry
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LANGUAGE 

Task 5 

Find a conversation from BBC Radio 4’s Listening Project, use Google or look here:  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/MrHK9VQvVkc6Jc8m2CzL7k/find-a-conversation 

 Listen to the conversation and note down how conversational language has been used to reflect speakers’ 

attitudes and values towards the chosen subject . Do you notice anything specific because of WHO is speaking 

and WHERE they are from? 

Task 6 

Use this site to help you find an extract from a BBC script: http://www.bbc.co.uk/writersroom/scripts 

Print out and annotate to show how your chosen script has been written to mimic spontaneous speech. 

Task 7 

Use this link and read about transcripts, the conventions of transcripts and also the example given: 

http://www.languageinconflict.org/how-language-is-studied/conversationanalysis.html 

 Now find your own example of a transcript and consider the relationship between the speakers, using the 

transcript only.  

READING 

If you choose to do English Language and Literature you are actively choosing to do lots of reading and writing 

over the next two years.  Generally, an A Level student of Language and Literature enjoys reading for pleasure. 

Task 8 

Choose a novel (fiction text) that you really enjoyed and write a review of the text stating what you like about 

the book. 

Summer Reading Recommendations 

Alias Grace - Margaret Atwood 

Americanah - Chimamandah Ngozie Adiche 

Diary of a Provincial Lady -  E.M. Delafield. 

Dubliners - James Joyce 

Girl, Woman, Other – Bernardine Evaristo 

Great Expectations – Charles Dickens 

Hamnet – Maggie O’Farrell 

Jane Eyre - Charlotte Bronte 

Lost in Translation - Eva Hoffman (Memoir/non-fiction) 

North and South - Elizabeth Gaskall 

Persuasion – Jane Austen 

Pride and Prejudice - Jane Austen 

Rebecca - Daphne du Maurier 

The Big Sleep – Raymond Chandler 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/MrHK9VQvVkc6Jc8m2CzL7k/find-a-conversation
http://www.bbc.co.uk/writersroom/scripts
http://www.languageinconflict.org/how-language-is-studied/conversationanalysis.html
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The Great Gatsby - F. Scott Fitzgerald 

The Life and Times of The Thunderbolt Kid: Travels Through my Childhood – Bill Bryson (Memoir/humour) 

The Woman Warrior - Maxine Hong Kingston (memoir/creative) 

Their Eyes Were Watching God - Nora Neale Hurston 

Things Fall Apart – Chinua Achebe 

We Have Always Lived in the Castle -  Shirley Jackson 

Why be Happy When you Could be Normal - Jeanette Winterson (Memoir) 

Why I’m No Longer Talking to White People About Race -  Renni Eddo Lodge (Non-Fiction) 

Wide Sargasso Sea - Jean Rhys 

Cry, the Beloved Country, Alan Paton 

Go Tell It on the Mountain, James Baldwin 

The Master’s Tools Will never Dismantle the Master’s House, Audre Lorde 

Any of the early P.G. Wodehouse books if you are interested in whimsy. 

FAQs: The Questions You Ask, Answered by Our Students 

What do you most enjoyed about the course? Why?  
 
I enjoyed going through the book and listening to my peers’ interpretations of quotations. Usually they have a 
lot of new ideas I would have never thought of and I can get inspired by what they say to expand my knowledge.  
 
I like talking about the context and getting a walk through before writing the essays as it makes it a lot note 
understandable.  
 
I really really enjoyed working together to analyse the novels ,it gives me a sense of teamwork and also helps 
me to be much better. I love every single moment all of us spent together and I know that this gave me courage 
to voice my opinion and allowing me to start believe in myself. 
 
Would you recommend studying English, why?  
 
Yes, if you enjoy English creative writing and literature, this course is a good balance between the two and I’m 
really liking it so far.  
   
Yes, I would totally recommend it. 
  
What is your favourite text? Why?  
 
Either The Color Purple or The Handmaid’s Tale as I like learning about female experience and how this is 
presented. Also The Color Purple has a really good plot and it’s incredibily expressive.  
  
During the course, I loved learning critical theory, especially Feminism and Marxism. One of  my favourite text is 
The Color Purple. 
 
What has been the biggest challenge? Why?  
 
Writing in a time limit because sometimes it takes me a while to start writing as I need to think of a good way to 
begin. Also, there are times I don’t know what else to say and I get stuck. But it’s fine, because I can always ask 
my teachers. 
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English is not my first language so sometimes I struggle to understand a text. However, my classmates are always 
ready to help. 
   
Why have you chosen to study this subject?  
 
I enjoy both literature and language since I like reading a lot in my spare time and writing my own stories too.  
  
I really enjoy to discuss the importance of single quotes in a wider text and also love creative writing. 
 
What are your future aspirations and how do you think that studying English Language and Literature will help 
you to succeed in your chosen career?  
 
I would like to get into writing and maybe someday write adult fiction.  This subject expands my knowledge.  
  
I am considering to study Law in the future and I believe that English is helping me to practice my essay writing 
and to find deeper meanings in what I read.  
  
What do you think of the English department at Saint Charles?  
 
They are really helpful and supportive. They keep you on track.  
  
Words cant describe how grateful I am to them, I truly respect them for being supportive and encouraging all of 
us to do better. 
   
How do you feel when you are in the classroom?  
 
I feel really confident as the teachers encourage us to share our opinions and the students give back the same 
energy, so all ideas are taken into consideration  
  
I love every single moment we all spend in the classroom. I feel really comfortable there. I have met a very good 
friend and everyone I have interacted with has shaped me into a better person, making me braver and yeah.  
  
Have you had the opportunity to bring your own experience to the classroom debate? If so, how?  
 
Yes, for example we could be talking about a book and then someone will bring up a similar experience that 
they’ve had and we all discuss our opinions on it. I really love that it’s a comfortable environment to be in even 
if we sometimes don’t agree.  
 
Yes, we all come from different backgrounds and we can learn about each other, not only about the books we 
study. 
  
Have you felt that the department valued you as an individual? Why?  
 
When I’ve lost motivation during lockdown, my teachers haven’t accepted that as an excuse and after some 
talking I’m now back on my work, whether I like it or not. It’s a good push we all need.  
  
I really like that my teachers treat me as an adult, it is totally different from my old schools. 
 
Have you felt intellectually challenged by the course? How?   
 
Yes, during the lesson we often discuss themes or topics that are new for me. So, when I’m home, I look into 
them more otherwise I’ll feel as if I’m behind. I didn’t understand the assessment objectives in English GCSE but 
now I really do, thanks to the teachers.  
  
Yes, I feel very challenged especially when writing essays. Now, I spend more time thinking about the structure 
and how I can create effective introductions. 

 

 


